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concern the welfare of neighboring groups also, these groups ought to be
consulted." Obviously, if any individual, group, or regional committee
could take an action that might seriously affect the welfare of Alcoholics
Anonymous as a whole, or seriously disturb surrounding groups, that
would not be liberty at all. It would. be sheer license; it would be anarchy,
not democracy.

Therefore, we AAs have universally adopted the principle of con-
sultation. This means that if a single AA group wishes to take any action
that might affect surrounding groups, it consults them. Or, it confers
with the intergroup committee for the area, if there be one. Likewise, if a
group or regional committee wishes to take any action that might affect
AA as a whole, it consults the trustees of the Alcoholic Foundation, who
are, in effect, our overall general service committee. For instance, no
group or intergroup could feel free to initiate, without consultation, any
publicity that might affect AA as a whole. Nor could it assume to repre-
sent the whole of Alcoholics Anonymous by printing and distributing
anything purporting to be AA standard literature. This same principle
would naturally apply to all similar situations. Though there is no formal
compulsion to do so, all undertakings of this general character are customarily

checked with our AA general Headquartets.

This idea is clearly summarized in the last sentence of Tradition Four,
which observes, "On such issues our common welfare is paramount.”



